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thought showed up the essential meanness of the times-The authoritarians of Government became the rebels of religion, and men with neither unity of thought nor purpose, sought with nineteenth century ardour to express opinions on the works of men who faced the stake.   The high quality of the debate was perhaps its greatest vice.   Mr. Baldwin made a speech in favour of the measure.   He believed that if the Church were not entrusted with its own decisions, the chaos of disestablishment might some day hardly be averted.   This wisdom may be yet a timely warning.   The interest of the Premier's speech was the thread of puritan thought that followed through his Tory reasoning.    His desire was to save the Church not for the sake of principle, but from a conflict.    He said by way of introduction: "I regret that religious controversies always tear away the noblest parts of man."   That surely is their virtue.   What was wrong with the world then, and is still wrong to-day, is the sentiment that fears to prune "the noblest parts of man" and keeps all nascent heroism stifled in the root. The sentiment is the result of the War, but portrays a faulty sense of values, which should hardly be reiterated. Mr. Baldwin's thought is always actuated by this fear of conflict.   It was fear of conflict that dragged that miserable administration to its doom.    In that respect the Tory leader does not seem to be a Tory.   On a point of principle a Tory must urge conflict, it is the only safeguard known to politics to keep the strong man at the top.   The Prayer Book debate illumined many a hidden personality and many a secret thought.   When the measure was dropped after an open revelation of individualist opinion and puritanical arrogance, it showed the restricted mentality of Parliament. It showed up the democratic values of the modern expert when he turned to metaphysics.   It was an everyman-feli (menschlicti) business in the truest Nietzschean sense, and by the standards prevalent, the leaders must be judged.
Most unwise actions culminate w. a final act of feBy^ and most consistent courses of apology lead to a final